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MSB

for over 120 years, the most effective, safe,
versatile, economical laundry whitener available!

“MSB” has continued to be the favorite fab-
ric whitener of generations. As home washing
tipe are pagsed down from mother to daughter,
father to son, grandmother to granddaughter,
more and more people are discovering what a
unique product MSB is! New attention is being
focused on MSB. People are seeking products
that are environmentally safe, and they know
MSB i< non-toxic and biodegradable.

Scores of newspaper articles,

“Fixit” columns, and even
— W Internet locations make men-
tion of MSB and ite long-
standing history of the
whitest-looking clothes!
Still, many people do not

know just what bluing is,
the many uses it hag, and
why it gives white clothes
that “just-bought” white-

UIN;ET ness.
Blue and White
Make the Whitest White

It ig gaid that color

Since 1883

experts can distinguish about 300 shades of
white. If you look around you at all the objects
that are white, you will notice the many differ-
ent shades. Some are a pink-white, some are
gray-white, etc, but the white which is the
brightest of whiteg, the “whitest white” to the
human eye, is one which hag a slight blue hue.
One of the more dramatic experiments to prove
thie point i to place a brand new white shirt or
blouse next to one which hag been laundered
for perhapg a year or <o and notice the differ-
ence. They will both look white until placed
next to each other, when the new one will
appear much whiter, and the blue hue will be
evident.

Because blue-white i¢ the most intenge
white, most artists, when portraying a snow
scene, will uge blue color to intengify the white-
negs. Ag color experte would explain it, the
proof can be seen in a spectrographic compari-
gon of the two whites—the one with blue added
will reflect more light, making it appear whitest.
This is why homemakers looking to return their
white clothes to their original sparkling white
color uge Mrs. Stewart’s® Bluing.




White Fabric Isn’t “White”!

In their original state, white fabrics are far
from white. Unbleached cotton fabrics, known
to the trade as “gray goods”, are yellowish. Raw
wool ig, too, even from the whitest fleece. Most
of all the gynthetic fibers are not white but tend
to be a grayish off-white. These all have to be
bleached, usually by some chemical which
removesg mogt of the yellow color. Even thig
bleaching is not enough. To make white goods
acceptable to their customers, manufacturers of
sheets, towels, lineng, etc., blue them, too. So do
the makers of shirts and other white clothes.

The Blue Hue Must be Renewed
After the fabric goes into use, the effects of
the bleaches wear off, soil and stain mar the
color, and the material goes to the wash to be
cleaned. Detergent and water lift out the dirt
and staing, and successive ringes remove the

goapy mixture. Sometimes a mild bleach i¢ used
to help remove the staing. If all thig ig thor-
oughly done, the fabric is clean, but it is not
“snow-white”. To counteract the rest of the yel-
low, blue must be added. A little bluing in the
washing process or in the last ringse water adds
the necessary tint that makes it really snow-
white.

In the early and middle 1900s, bluing was
uged by everyone who wanted to have a white
wagh, and could be found in virtually all laun-
dries. When washing was done by hand or in
wringer washers, the second ringe tub wag
alwayg the bluing ringe, and blue became the
accepted color for laundry products. In the
ensuing years most new products, detergents
and other additives were colored blue. Many of
the manufacturerg even claimed their products
contained bluing.

How to Uge Bluing
How much bluing should be used? It
depends on the washload size and whether it is
being used in the wash water or the rince water.

Generally, from a few drops to no more than
one-quarter teaspoon ig used in a washload.
Alwayg dilute the bluing in a container of clear,
cool water before pouring into the machine.
Avoid pouring bluing from the bottle into the
machine when clotheg are pregent, as any fiber
can absorb an excess of undiluted bluing, caus-
ing spotting.

Laundry Additives
There are a number of additives on the mar-
ket today, and some are truly laundry aids. It is
advisable that you determine through experi-
mentation whether a product does what the
manufacturer says it will do. I there ig no visi-

ble advantage to using the product, perhaps it ig
not necessary! Most of the detergents on the
market today do a good job of removing soil and
dirt. It may be necegsary to add a bleach to aid
in removing heavy soil. It would also be prudent
to be gsure that the additives are compatible
with one another. Heavy staing should be pre-
treated with a good bleach before washing to
aggure removal of the staing. Repeated bleach-
ing, however, can weaken fibers. MSB is a safe
alternative to bleach for whitening fabric.
Bluing does not remove staing, it simply
whitens.

Where Can I Buy MSB?
Mrs. Stewart's® Bluing is available in most
of the leading grocery stores throughout the




United States and Canada. I you are unable
to find MSB at your local store, please call us,
and we will help you obtain MSB, either locally,
or direct from us by phone, fax, or on the
Internet.

Did You Think MSB wag uged
Only in the Laundry?

In the 120+ years that consumers have been
using Mrs, Stewart's® Bluing, dozens of addi-
tional useg for our product have been discov-
ered! We know of no other product, laundry or
otherwige, that hag as wide a variety of uses.

@ Making a Salt Crystal Garden — Known as
a “Depression Flower”, or “Coal Garden”,
children and families have been making
thig fagcinating science project for genera-
tions! Teachers, Scouts, everyone! (see
back page)

@® White hair — White hair can be easily,
safely whitened by adding a few drops to
the ringe water. Lesgs than a penny per
ugel!

@® White animal hair and fur — Owners of
white dogs and cats have known for years
about the benefits of adding a few drops
of MSB to their pet’s ringe water when
bathing. A real blue ribbon winner! Even
horse owners find that tails and maneg are
made to look their whitest!

® Swimming Pools — By adding a bottle or
two where pool water re-enterg from the
filtering system, pools can look “Pacific
Blue” safely. Many pool manufacturers
and pool chemical supply houses uge it in
their display pools. (Try it in your kids’
bath water, tool)

@ Fountaing — A California motel owner has
been using MSB in his fountain, which he
claims hag ingpired many otherg in hig
area to digplay that clear, Pacific blue
water in fountaing, bird baths, and garden
pools. Because MSB does not affect water
clarity, it can be used to change otherwise
drab-looking water into a pool of beauty.

® To Relieve Ant Bites and Bee Stings —
Years ago, the University of Arizona print-
ed a booklet on treatment for snake and
ingect bites in which it recommended MSB
be used to treat the bite of a Red
Harvester Ant. They claim it to be “labo-
ratory tested”. And countless letters
received over the years tell us how imme-
diate the relief i¢ when dabbing MSB on a
bee sting!

@ Fine Crygstal — A few dropg of MSB when
ringing crystalware or glass chandeliers
makeg them abgolutely sparkle, and people
tell us they stay clean longer (perhaps the
bluing repels dust?)

® Medical Uses — Over 10 years ago, we
began selling a super-concentrated bluing
to medical labs for use ag a tissue marking
dye. Now, Bradley Products, our sister
company, sells The Davidson Marking
System®, a cet of 5 colors of dyes, across
the U.S. and Internationally. Also, MSB isg
used extensively in drug testing techniques.

@ Other Uses — MSB hag been uged to trace
leaks in automotive cooling systems, drain
systems, and toilets. Blue-tipped carna-
tiong can be made by adding a little MSB
to the vage. Potters use MSB in their glaz-
ing techniques. Podiatric labs and sculp-
tors use MSB in making plaster casts.
AND ON AND ON... !



SY-T0-GROW BEAUTIFUL

AEEN

Now available! Salt Crystal Garden kit for $9.00! Order by mail, phone or on the Internet!

Mrs. Stewart’s Recipe for the Salt Crystal Garden

Day l: In a shallow glass or plastic bowl, place some pieces of : coal, charcoal, coke, porous brick, tile, cement, or
sponge (a cut-up kitchen sponge works very well), Over thege, pour two tablespoons of water, two table-
spoong of salt, two tablespoons of Mrs. Stewart’s — Bluing, and two tablespoons of household ammonia.

Day 2: The next morning, add two tablespoons of <alt.

Day 3: On the third morning pour into the bottom of the bowl (not directly on the base materials, which should
be showing growth by now) two tablespoons each of salt, water, MSB, and ammonia. At thig time, you
may add a few drops of food coloring, ink, or mercurochrome to each piece for additional color.

Tipe: A free circulation of air is necessary, and the drier the air, the better. To keep your Salt Crystal Garden
growing, simply add more MSB, salt, water, and ammonia from time to time. The coral-like formationg are
formed by the recrystallization of the salt upon evaporation of the liquid. The base material (sponge)
draws the salt-caturated liquid up by capillary action and provides more surface area over which the liq-
uid can evaporate. The microscopic bluing particle acte ag a nucleus around which the <alt can recrystal-
lize. The rate of growth depends largely on the humidity of the surrounding environment, taking from
hours to days to begin. (There are many variations on thig recipe — most uge the same ingredients.)

*%% Add afew pipe cleaners in tree-like shapes stuck into the sponge for a beautiful “ice-garden” effect!

% %% For crystal Christmag treeg, make a stand-up tree out of blotter paper and et it into the ingredients
above — watch the magic!




